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expression to ifc, and therefore welcomes this opportunity of making plain in greater
detail the precise implications of the action he thought ifc his duty, in the very difficult;
circumstances, to take without entering into the question of the merits of your ruling
which as yon correctly paint out, are not now in issue.
His Excellency desires me to say that it was no part of his intention by his address,
as indeed within the House he would consider it improper, either to criticise the ruling
yon had given or pass a censure upon you for it—aad His Excellency regrets that his
words should have been so interpreted by yourself or by others. Such an interpretation
in the circumstances in which the address was delivered was perhaps .inevitable bufc
His Excellency wishes me to make plain to you, and through you, to the Assembly, hia
entire concurrence with your view that within the House it is the President, subject
only to the House itself in the established from as indicated in your letter, who is the
sole, final authority under the rules and standing orders on all questions relating to
order that may arise. His Excellency indeed defined his position in his address by empha-
sising that in his view, the only person qualified to interpret within either House the
rules under which it works was the President of the House concerned. His Excellency
accordingly desired to confine himself to pointing out the practical results that followed
from the ruling, and to stating the action which, in his view, was imposed upon himself
and upon the Government for the proper discharge of thair own responsibilities.
I am desired by His Excellency to add that he fully shares your anxiety to maintain
the dignity of the House and the authority of the Chair. He earnestly hopes, and haa
no doubt that such a hope is entertained by the President, that the passage of time
may see the gradual establishment, around the Chair of the Assembly in the constitutional
conditions of the Indian Legislature of such a body of tradition'as has, in the sphere of
the Houee of Commons, enabled each of a long line of Speakers to be successively
accepted as the impartial guiae and trusted friend of all sections of the House. To
this end, His Excellency trusts that he and the President may continue to co-operate.
Since His Excellency bas made it clear that it was not his intention to criticise your
ruling, he does not frel it necessary to discuss the arguments which you adduce upon
the subject of Dominion presidents.
A regards the question you raise as to whether you should make your position known
by the publication of your letter, and of His Excellency's reply through the Press or by
direct statement in the Assembly, His Excellency would suggest that the more convenient
course would be that you should read to the Assembly on as early a day as convenient,
your letter to him, and his reply. His Excellency feels that the nutter is one in which all
the members of the Assembly are directly interested, and that it would be proper that
the correspondence should be directly presented to them,
(Sd.)   G. Canningham,
President Patel continued : *' I breathed a sigh of relief when I read that
reply which, in my opinion, constitutes a sufficient vindication of the dignity and
independence of this House and the authority of the Chair which I thought had
been seriously assailed. The Governor-General has here made it plain that he
had no intention ^of criticising or censuring the ruling. He has also said that
he would consider it improper for him to do so within the House, and more than
that His Excellency has impressed his entire concurrence with that part of my
letter which defines the position, in this respect, that, within the House, it is
only by the House itself that the ruling of the Chair can be subjected to criticism
and censure. His Excellency has fuuher made it clear, in reply, that in the
circumstances in which the address was delivered, such an interpretation of his
words, as I and others have put, was perhaps inevitable, and he considers It
regrettable that his words should have been so interpreted. In view of what
His Excellency has said, I am convinced that it was not his desire to establish
a precedent derogatory to the dignity of the House, and I am sure the House
would agree with me thaMhe incident must now be treated as closed.
" J desire to state in conclusion that nothing has pleased me more In His
Excellency's reply than the sincere expression of his anxiety to see the establish-
ment in this country of the best Parliamentary traditions and conventions, and
to co-operate with the Chair for that purpose, and I need hardly assure His
Excellency and his Government that I fully echo his desire in this respect".
Official Bills.
After President Patel had read his statement, Government introduced
12 Bills, These included two by Sir George Schuster relating to Income-tax,

